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From the Pastor’s Desk… “O the depths of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable (difficult to fathom)
his ways!” Rom. 11:33
Some time ago NASA made a statement regarding the possibility of life on Mars. This
has ignited a debate in the religious community. The possibility of life on other planets
does raise some questions about the nature of the world we live in, the nature of humankind, the nature of Jesus, the nature and extent of salvation, and most assuredly, the
very nature of God. The possibility of life on other planets, or even more mindboggling, the possibility of life in other solar systems, causes me, at least, to ask the
question, “Where in the world—no, where in the universe is God?”
This question the Psalmist wrestled with thousands of years ago. And, contemplating
the nature of God, the apostle Paul was led to exclaim the above. One of the great mysteries of life and faith is that there is no place where God is not. Who can understand
it? Who can explain it? These are the kind of thoughts that caused the Psalmist to cry,
“where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence?” Psalm
139.
The truth is, we can never hope to fully understand God. All attempts to put God into a
neat theological box are futile, if not downright sacrilegious. The ways and nature of
God defy human comprehension; it’s a fact of life. The other side of the great mystery
of God is that the same God whose presence graces the farthest star in the universe is
also right here with us. There are those who would contend, and perhaps rightly so,
that in searching for God we not look outside ourselves, but deep within ourselves,
within our own hearts.
All of us come to points in our lives when we ask, “Where is God? Where is God
when I need him most? Where is God when there is sickness? Where is God when
there are family conflicts or joblessness, or financial woes? Where is God in this pandemic? We have all said it—or at least thought it. Like children who feel separated
from their parents because of darkness, even though they are right down the hall. But
the truth is, God is always right here with us. God can never desert us. It is a contradiction in terms. “Wherever you are, He is with you.” Paul preached to the Athenians
that God “is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our
being” (Acts 17:27-28).
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Alfred Lord Tennyson put it this way:
Speak to Him thou for He hears,
and spirit with spirit can meet—
closer is He than breathing,
and nearer than hands and feet.
Where is God in the world, or where in the universe, is God? God is on the highest
mountain peak and in the lowest pit of the sea. He is at the farthest and darkest spot in
space, and he is on Mars, and Saturn, and Pluto. In the words of the Koran,
“Whichever way you turn, there is the face of God.” But the really good news is, God
is right here with us, deep within our hearts even in the worst and most frightful times
in which we live. There is nowhere we can be without God!
Pastor Linda

The deadline for submitting
articles for the
October newsletter
September 19 at 5 p.m.
e-mail information to:
jsq85@aol.com
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The August session meeting was held August 20, 2020. If you have any concerns for session, please communicate them
to Clerk of Session, Cathy Strawbridge.
The next session meeting will be Thursday, September 17, 2020 at 6:30 pm.
Report of the Pastor:
In July, Communion was served with individual cups/wafer. The majority of my correspondences have been cards and
phone calls. Everyone misses the in-home visits. I hear that in addition to reading my sermons online, many homebound
folks are watching services. I and the Deacons try our best to address any issues our congregation might have.
The days are quickly going by. Christmas is less than 100 days away! I am working ahead through October and Reformation
Sunday. Then it is full throttle ahead toward Thanksgiving and Advent.
I continue to pray for all of you and the help and kindnesses you have shown me. I am truly blessed indeed.
Report of the Treasurer: M.S.P. to approve Treasurer’s report for July 2020.
Report of Commissioner to Presbytery: Great Rivers Assembly meeting will be August 29, 2020. Bill Strawbridge will be
our Commissioned Elder.
Facilities and Maintenance (Kevin Gall):
Reported the July bills and payments.
Mission (Jean Escue):
The Mission Committee corresponding via email due to the COVID shutdown. The following items were discussed:
1. There are 4 special offering each year, with 2 of the offerings our church keeps a certain percentage to use in the community according to guidelines set forth by the Presbytery. The two offerings where a percentage is kept by the church
to use in the community are:

Peace and Global Witness Offering – in 2020 the offering will begin immediately following Pentecost offering. Send
25% of total collected to Center for Prevention of Abuse

Pentecost Offering – collection extended thru mid-September because of COVID. WPC receives 40% of total offering. The money will be used for the mentoring program.
2. Blood Drive – Washington Presbyterian Church did not participate due to the COVID risk.
3. Lila Gammon will coordinate with the Center For Prevention of Abuse to schedule a fall work day, if possible.
4. The following agencies were supported for the 2020 budget and check requests were submitted:
Agency
Center For Prevention of Abuse
Children’s Home
Common Place
Marion Medical
Pat Dille/retired
WHIP
Crittendon Center
Friendship House
Heart House
Neighborhood House
My Sister’s House
Southside Mission
Women’s Empowerment
Snack Pack Program
Totals

2019
$600 +money from Peace and
Global Witness offering
$1300
$1825
$1000
$500
$450
$975
$600
$250
$700
$300
$600
$900
$2000
$12,000.00

2020 Budgeted
$600.00 + money from Peace and
Global Witness offering
$1300
$1825
$1000
$500
$450
$975
$600
$250
$700
$300
$600
$900
$2000
$12,000.00
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Donations for August:
OSF Antepartum donation: None
Children’s Hospital donation: colored pencils/crayons/washable markers
Almost Home Kids: kids themed band aids
Whip: cereal
Donations for September:
OSF Antepartum donation: puzzle books/crossword books, etc.
Children’s Hospital donation: None
Almost Home Kids: Pacifiers
Whip: peanut butter
Worship and Sacraments (Melody Wiseman)
Attendance:
July 5th - 27
July 19th - 23
July 26th - 27
August 2nd - 22
August 9th - 28
August 16th - 26
New choir robes are in and thanks to Carol Dorward they have been labeled.
Unfinished Business:
Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) continues with their search. They have gone over 300 resumes. Please keep the PNC in
your prayers for their continued search.
New Business:
Cub Scout Pack 3410 will be dissolved this fall due to crossovers, drops and transfers.
The next stated meeting is Thursday, September 17, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. to be held in the sanctuary of our church.

REFORMATION SUNDAY
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25

WEAR PLAID, IF YOU HAVE IT
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING
WILL BE COLLECTED
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MISSION
Almost Home Kids

OSF ANTEPARTUM

PACIFIERS

PUZZLE BOOKS/CROSSWORD PUZZLES

WHIP
PEANUT BUTTER

PRAYERS FOR:
Neah Miller—Shoulder surgery—9/24 (doing well)
Joe Andris—(Carol Dorward’s brother) Angioplasty -9/26

PNC—hard at work in search of next pastor
Carol Dorward—Health Concerns

Help is needed delivering meals to
Washington Residents. If you are interested in volunteering please contact Jean Escue at 309-444-8137
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SUNDAY

6

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4
5
News Carrier Day

7

8

9

10

11

12

14

15

16 National Play
Doh Day

17
Session meeting
6:30 pm in
Sanctuary

18

19

24

25

WORSHIP
9:30 am
Holy Communion

13
WORSHIP
9:30 am

20

P.E.O. Noon-3
Fellowship Hall

21

22

23

28

29

30

WORSHIP
9:30 am

27
WORSHIP
9:30 am

National Good
Neighbor Day

Birthdays:
1

Carol Eichelkraut

12 Dan Sights

5

Brad Swearingen

12 Mike Fritz

9

Tommy Nino

15 Kevin Gall

Newsletter info due

26
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