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From the Pastor’s Desk…  
Thanks be to God   

     
It seems awfully early to be talking about Thanksgiving, but it will soon be upon us.  
Different this year of course, but still we have much for which to give thanks.  True 
thanksgiving is more than just a holiday when we count our blessings.  It is a time 
when we remember our relationship with God, the source of all blessings. 
There are two ways of looking at life. 

Life is a merry-go round. 
Life is a journey. 

Those who see life as a merry-go-round, with pretty colors and fantasy-like objects 
to ride in, don’t really go anywhere.  They only go around and around on the same 
path.  The Christian view of life has always been that of a journey.  Mountains to 
climb, rivers to cross, repairs to be made and at the end of the journey there wait-
ing to receive us is the Creator of everything with his arms open in love and rejoic-
ing. 
  If we are thankful only for abundant gifts in our lives like food, shelter, clothes, 
cars, electronics and puppy dogs, we are looking at life as if on a merry-go round.  
We are happy as long as the merry-go round keeps turning and the music keeps play-
ing.  It is when we are thankful for the gifts of the Lord Jesus that we see life as a 
journey reaching out before us and know that our relationship with God is the most 
important thing in life. 
   This Thanksgiving take on a new and deeper dimension.  It can and does occur in 
the face of adversity, when we are poor, jobless, hungry and afraid. 
   There is no wonder why the Apostle Paul, having surveyed the marvel of such faith 
was able to say, “Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!”   
 

Twas the night of Thanksgiving, I just couldn’t sleep. 
I tried counting backwards, I tried counting sheep. 
The leftovers beckoned—the dark meat and white 
But I fought the temptation with all of my might. 

Tossing and turning with anticipation 
The thought of a snack became infatuation. 

So, I raced to the kitchen, flung open the door 
And gazed at the fridge, full of goodies galore. 

I gobbled up turkey and buttered potatoes,  
Pickles and carrots, beans and tomatoes. 

I felt myself swelling so plump and so round, 
‘til all of a sudden, I rose from the ground. 

I crashed through the ceiling, floating into the sky 
With a mouthful of pudding and a handful of pie. 

But I managed to yell as I soared past the trees… 
Happy eating to all, pass the cranberries please. 

May your stuffing be tasty, may your turkey be plump. 
May your potatoes ‘n gravy have nary a lump. 

May your yams be delicious, may your pies take the prize, 
May your Thanksgiving dinner stay off your thighs.  

 
 
Happy Thanksgiving, Pastor Linda 
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The October session meeting was held October  15, 2020.  If you have any concerns for session, please communicate them 
to Clerk of Session, Cathy Strawbridge. 

The next session meeting will be Thursday, November 19, 2020 at 6:30 pm. 

Clerks Report: 

Received letters from Great Rivers Presbytery regarding 1) Per Capita amount for 2021 and 2) January-September 2020 state-
ment thanking us for our participation. 

Report of the Pastor: 

Preparations being made for Reformation, Thanksgiving, and Christmas fast approaching.   

Grateful to Bill Strawbridge to preach in my stead.  Overwhelmed by the outpouring of prayers and support from the congre-
gation.  The “Pastor Appreciation” Sunday was a total surprise!  Everyone was so generous with acts of kindness.  I am hum-
bled and grateful to have the privilege to serve a people so full of love.   

We continue to deal with the COVID issue.  The faithful participate according to their comfort levels, though it is not business 
as usual.  I continue to reach out to those who are at home via phone and correspondence.   

Report of the Treasurer:  M.S.P. to approve Treasurer’s report for September 2020.  

Report of Commissioner to Presbytery:  November Commissioned Elder is Bill Strawbridge. 
Presbytery dates for 2021:  February 13 (virtual), May 25 (virtual), August 24 (virtual and possible in person), November 13 
(virtual and possible in person). 
Facilities and Maintenance (Kevin Gall): 

Reported September and October bills for supplies and maintenance of the building.  Replaced all Forced Air Furnace Filters.  
Checked back up batteries for sump pumps after getting audible alarm: added water to cover plates as required.    

Finance (Bill Strawbridge):   
Reviewed and approved the draft of the 2021 Budget. 

Mission (Jean Escue):   
Special Offerings: 

Peace and Global Witness – help more people experience the freedom and dignity that Christ wants for everyone. 25% of the 
amount collected will be donated to the Center for Prevention of abuse and 75% will be sent to the Presbytery to support 
peacemaking in our region and across the globe. 

Collection will begin Sunday September 27 thru Sunday October 25.  

Meals on Wheels: Help is needed to deliver meals to Washington residents. If you are interested, please contact  

Jean Escue at 309-444-8137. 

October donations 

OSF Antepartum: Toothpaste/toothbrush 

Children’s Hospital: Preschool age sound books 

Almost Home Kids: baby wipes 

WHIP: Jelly 

November:  

WHIP: canned chicken and canned tuna (in water) 

Almost Home Kids: None 

OSF Antepartum unit - Lotions 

OSF Children’s Hospital: school age board games 
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Session Minutes cont. 

Nominating Committee (Susan Cox):   

The 2021 Slate of Officers was presented to Session. 

Worship and Sacraments (Melody Wiseman) 

Attendance:  September 20: 28; September 27: 25; October 4: 26 (Worldwide Communion); Oc-
tober 11: 26 

Washington Presbyterian Communion Schedule 2021 will be the first Sunday of each month 
except for March when we do not serve communion during Lent. 

Unfinished Business: 

Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) continues with their search.   

New Business: 

M.S.P. to send the remainder of our Tornado Relief money to the Local Community Foundation 
and/or United Way for relief from multiple hurricanes in Lake Charles, Louisiana. 

M.S.P. to call a Congregational Meeting on November 1, 2020 to approve the following:  1) 2021 Slate of Officers and 2) the 
language in WPC By-laws regarding our church property as recommended by Presbytery. 

  27.  CHURCH PROPERTY. The Washington Presbyterian Church shall not sell, lease, mortgage, or otherwise encum
 ber any of its real property and shall not acquire real property subject to an encumbrance or condition without 
 the written permission of the presbytery transmitted through the session of the congregation. 

The next stated meeting is Thursday, November 19, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. to be held at the church. 

November 1 – Congregational Meeting following service 
 
Session has called for a Congregational Meeting on November 1, 2020 to approve the following:  1) 
2021 Slate of Officers and 2) the language in WPC By-laws regarding our church property as recom-
mended by Presbytery. 
 

27.  CHURCH PROPERTY. The Washington Presbyterian Church shall not sell, lease, mort-
gage, or otherwise encumber any of its real property and shall not acquire real property 
subject to an encumbrance or condition without the written permission of the presbytery 
transmitted through the session of the congregation. 

 

2 am on November 1st.  The 2020 Stewardship letter, 2021 

proposed budget and a pledge card 

will be arriving in the mail .  
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MISSION  

 

 

 

 

OSF ANTEPARTUM 

LOTION 

WHIP 
Canned Chicken and 

tuna—in water 

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 

BOARD GAMES 

 PRAYERS FOR: 

Sana Becker’s Friend Debbie—having Chemo 

Karen Milano’s sister Crystal Miller—Cancer diagnosis 

Nancy Ponto—health concerns 

Darrin DeJaynes—health concerns 

Millie Eldridge—health concerns 

Thank you for your many cards, calls and visits 

helping to celebrate Cy’s 95
th
 birthday.  We 

miss worshipping with you and seeing our 

church family.   Fahnestocks  

A Note of Thanks...from the Deacons 
 
We are grateful for the household items which were donated to the Nino family.  If 
you did not participate and would like to help, monetary gifts are always appreciat-
ed.  Carmelina has ordered some new furniture. 
 
Her address is PO Box 575  Roanoke, IL 61561. 
 
Directory update: new rent home address is 504 N Douglas St 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1   

WORSHIP 

9:30 am 

Congregational  
Meeting 

 2 3 4 

Use your common 
Sense Day 

5 

 

6 
National Nachos 

Day 

7 

8 

WORSHIP 

9:30 am 

 

9 

     

10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

World Kindness 
Day 

14  

Presbytery Meeting 

Milan First Pres 

15     WORSHIP 
          9:30 am 
 

 

16  17 

 

18   
 

19 

Session meeting 
6:30 pm  

20 21 

Newsletter info due 

22 

WORSHIP 

9:30 am 

Christ the King 
Sunday 

23 24 
 

25 

 

26 

 

27 28 

Small Business  
Saturday 

29 
WORSHIP 
9:30 am 

 
1st Sunday of 

Advent 

30 

 

   

 

    

 

Birthdays:  

   3     Patty Lehr                   19    Juanita Prather                 

   4     Dennis Kroeger          21    Fran Freeman                   

   5     Lila Gammon              25    Kay Fahnestock               

 10     Ellen Dingledine        30    Brenda Ainsworth 

 2020 

Child Safety Protection Month 

National Caregivers Appreciation Month 

Peanut Butter Awareness Month 
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