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God’s sacramental reality is much bigger and more ordinary than what we often consider
“holy.” The Divine Presence is found in bread, wine, a flock of geese, and winter trees.

We will be celebrating communion Sunday May 1st! I want to share these thoughts from Richard
Rohr to prepare our hearts and minds for the celebration of the Eucharist.
The Eucharist—or what many Christians refer to as communion—becomes our ongoing touchstone for the Christian journey. It becomes a place to which we must repeatedly return in order
to find our face, our name, our absolute identity, who we are in Christ, and thus who we are forever. We are not just humans having a God experience. The Eucharist tells us that, in some mysterious way, we are an ingested God having a human experience!
This continues in Romans 8:19–25 (as creation), 1 Corinthians 10:16–17, and 11:23–25 (as bread
and wine), and in 12:12–13 (as people). In each of these Scriptures, and in an ever-expanding
sense, Paul expresses his full belief that there is a real transfer of human and spiritual identity
from Christ to Creation, to the elements of bread and wine, and through them to human beings.
Thus Eucharist, like Resurrection, is not a unique event or strange anomaly. Eucharist is the Incarnation of Christ taken to its final shape and end—the very elements of the earth itself. It is all
one huge continuum of Incarnation. It is indeed one sacred universe, all things turning around
one thing (uni versus), the divine. [1]
Vietnamese Buddhist monk Thich Nhat Hahn (1926–2022) wrote about "Jesus and Buddha as
brothers." On the Christian communion ritual, he writes:
The bread that Jesus handed to you, to us, is real bread, and if you can eat real bread you have
real life. But we are not able to eat real bread. We only try to eat the word bread or the notion
of bread. Even when we are celebrating the Eucharist, we are still eating notions and ideas.
“Take, my friends, this is my flesh, this is my blood.” Can there be any more drastic language in
order to wake you up? What could Jesus have said that is better than that? You have been eating
ideas and notions, and I want you to eat real bread so that you become alive. If you come back
to the present moment, fully alive, you will realize this is real bread, this piece of bread is the
body of the whole cosmos.
If Christ is the body of God, which he is, then the bread he offers is also the body of the cosmos.
Look deeply and you notice the sunshine in the bread, the blue sky in the bread, the cloud and
the great earth in the bread. Can you tell me what is not in a piece of bread? The whole cosmos
has come together in order to bring to you this piece of bread. You eat it in such a way that you
become alive, truly alive. . . . Eat in such a way that the Holy Spirit becomes an energy within you
and then the piece of bread that Jesus gives to you will stop being an idea, a notion. [2]
[1] Adapted from Richard Rohr, The Universal Christ: How a Forgotten Reality Can Change Everything We See, Hope for, and Be-

lieve (New York: Convergent, 2019), 137–138.
[2] Thich Nhat Hanh, Going Home: Jesus and Buddha as Brothers (New York: Riverhead Books, 1999), 106–107.
Image credit: Patricia Duncan, Flight of Lesser Sandhill Cranes (detail), 1975, photograph, Nebraska, public domain, National Archives. Morgan Winston, Bread and Goblet of Juice for Communion (detail), 2020, photograph, Florida, free use. Jenna
Keiper, Winter Trees (detail), 2021, photograph, Washington, used with permission. Jenna Keiper & Leslye Colvin, 2022, triptych art,
United States.
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The April session meeting was held April 21, 2022. If you have any concerns for session, please communicate
them to Clerk of Session, Cathy Strawbridge.
The next session meeting will be Thursday, May 26at 6:30 pm.
Rev. Dr. Laura Reason moderated our meeting and opened the meeting with a devotion about the Easter season and prayer.
May Devotions: Kevin Gall
The members of PNC were also present with Mike Fritz on the phone.
Report of the Clerk:
March 31, 2022, Clerk attended Presbytery of Great Rivers Records Review with Elissa Bailey at First Presbyterian Church of
Normal, IL.
Received two letters from Great Rivers Presbytery – Thank you note for our per capita giving and first quarter per capita
statement.
Report of the Pastor:
I officiated two funerals—Betty Hollis and my best friend’s father, Richard “Dick” Underwood. I completed our Lenten sermon
series and administered communion on April 3rd. It was good to see some visitors and our attendance up for Easter! I have
been attending the Bible studies on Wednesday and am glad for Carol’s leadership. I am attending the ADEC conference in St.
Louis this week so will not be at session Thursday. Laura Reason, our ministry partner will be moderating session. Marc Boon
has agreed to be with us again May 1st.
I continue to pray for God’s guidance during this time of seeking a pastor. I know it is a challenging time, especially for the
PNC. Sometimes we just have to persevere which may mean—keep putting one foot in front of the other! Here are some encouraging perseverance quotes: “Great works are performed not by strength but by perseverance.” Samuel Johnson,
“Perseverance is failing 19 times and succeeding the 20th.” Julie Andrews, “The difference between perseverance and obstinacy is that one comes from a strong will, and the other from a strong won't.,” Henry Ward Beecher, “By perseverance the
snail reached the ark.” Charles Spurgeon, and finally from Sunday’s sermon, “Never put a period where God has placed a comma.” Gracie Allen
I am in Washington Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and of course Sunday. I have office hours from 9 to Noon and use the
afternoons for visiting.
Report of the Treasurer: Accepted the April 21, 2022, Treasurer’s report. Financials posted on church bulletin board.
Report of Commissioner to Presbytery: 2022 Dates for Assembly Meetings of Presbytery
March 26 at 9:00 a.m. a special called Assembly Susan Cox Proffitt, Commissioned Elder. Report sent separately.
May 17 at 4:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church in Normal, IL., by Zoom – Carol Voorhees
August 30 at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday at Springfield Hope Pres in person/zoom, Susan Cox Proffitt
November 19, 2022, at Milan in person/Zoom, Bill Strawbridge
Report of the Session Committees:
Christian Education (Carol Voorhees):
The Bible Study groups on Wednesday and Sunday continue in the
Minor Prophets of Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. This Bible study should be completed by
April 24th.
I will begin searching for the next Bible Study which will most likely begin in June.
Facilities and Maintenance (Kevin Gall):
Markley’s Pest Control performed pest control for eradication of the pests.
Training for use of defibrillator will be scheduled since the equipment has been updated.
Finance (Bill Strawbridge): The Support & Endowment Committee are accepting scholarships applications for 2022. Applications are due to the office by May 1 with the appropriate references and academic records.
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Session Minutes cont.
Mission (Jean Escue)
Special Offerings:
One Great Hour of Sharing, Received thru Easter Sunday – April 17, Benefits:
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Presbyterian Hunger Program
Self-Development of People
Pentecost Offering is next
Donations for April:
OSF antepartum donation: None
Children’s Hospital donation: Card games for kids
Almost Home Kids: Batteries
WHIP Donation – Jelly
Donations for May:
OSF antepartum donation: Body Wash
Children’s Hospital donation: none
Almost Home Kids: Crib Sheets
WHIP Donation – Canned chicken or tuna
Worship and Sacraments (Melody Wiseman):
Attendance:
March 27th - 39
April 3rd - 39 Communion was served
April 10th - 45- Palm Sunday
April 17th – 57 - Easter
Communion servers for May 1st will be Bill Strawbridge, Cathy Strawbridge, and Jean Escue or Kevin Gall. We will only need 3
servers; the choir is now dismissed to the congregation after the anthem.
Old Business:
PNC Committee Update: The members of PNC met with Session to inform them they have found a candidate. They are requesting Session call a congregational meeting to present their report. M.S.P. to call a Congregational Meeting for Sunday,
5/15/2022, immediately following worship, for the purpose of hearing and acting upon the report and recommendation of
the Pastor Nominating Committee.
Technology Grant Update: Getting bids on the technical equipment involved with the update. The speed of our WIFI is definitely in need of an increase. Kevin will work with MTCO and Pastor Tim on the preferred new speed and start date.
New Business: It was agreed that Drew Voorhees can post an announcement on our bulletin board for the conveniences
of members.
Rev. Dr. Laura Reason closed meeting with prayer.

BIBLE STUDY—beginning June 1 and June 5

PRAYERS FOR:
People of Ukraine
Carol Voorhees brother and fami-

WHISPERS: How to Hear the Voice of God by Mark
Batterson. God still speaks. Do you know how to
hear his Voice? During this Bible Study we will venture
into both the Old Testament and the New Testament
and discover the Seven Languages of God and how
he communicates with us in the same ways today.
As always, Great Fellowship is included.
Sign up sheet will be posted in May.
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Church in the Park
June 12, 2022

BIBLE STUDY

Wenger Shelter
10:30 am

Congregational
Meeting

Bible Study will
begin Wednesday
June 1st and Sunday
June 5th.

Scholarship Applications
Due May 1st.

May 15, 2022

Pick up application in the church
office and return to the office by
May 1, 2022

Following worship

WHISPERS: How to
Hear the Voice of God
by Mark Batterson

ST PAUL’S UNTED CHURCH OF CHRIST
EXTON, PENNSYLVANIA
Go tell it on the Smartphone
To the tune of “Go Tell It on the Mountain”
Chorus:
Go tell it on the smartphone,
FaceTime and Skype and way too many Zooms,
Go tell it on the smartphone
That Jesus is alive
While soldiers watched the gravesite
That quiet Sunday dawn
There came a big commotion
And then the storm was gone
The women found no body
Their spices to anoint:
Instead they found an angel,
God’s message to appoint.
When Jesus spoke to Mary,
He said, “Don’t hold me tight,
I’m going to the Father,
so-that-you’ll always have my light!”

Words:
Verses 1-2: Paul Lintern
Verse 3: Jonathan Hauze
Chorus: the Hauze children
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Jeanne Sunderlin, 92, of Washington, passed away on Tuesday, April 19, 2022 at
OSF Richard L. Owens Hospice Home in Peoria
She was born May 8, 1929 in St. Louis, MO to the late Waldo and Dorothy Birkhead Fischer. She married Donald E. Sunderlin on February 3, 1951 in Elsberry,
MO; he preceded her in death in 2013.
She is survived by her son, Dean A. (Samantha) of Minnesota; his daughter, Mary
E. (Herb) Daggers of Colorado; and her grandson, Thomas Daggers, also of Colorado.
Jeanne enjoyed being outdoors and in nature, whether it was canoeing
the Boundary Waters with her family, playing golf or just walking
through the neighborhoods of Washington. She enjoyed her community
by being active in PEO, serving on the Washington Township Library
Board, and worked to preserve the City Square. Jeanne was blessed to
be able to travel the world, both experientially and through books. She
never read a bad book. She was a voracious reader and was involved in
several book clubs during her lifetime.
Cremation rites will be accorded. Deiters Funeral Home and Crematory
in Washington is assisting the family with arrangements.
Memorial contributions may be made to Five Points Washington; the Washington District Library;
or the Heartland Symphony.

Report of the Special Meeting of Great Rivers Presbytery
March 26, 2022

The Zoom meeting was called to order in the usual fashion. It opened with prayer. The Indigenous people of the
local area were acknowledged including the Kickapoo and the Salk.
The sole purpose the meeting was to establish an Administrative Commission for the Pleasant PlainsFarmingdale with specific powers. These included dissolution of call for the pastor, developing the severance
package, support of the congregation and to assist in the search of an interim pastor. This commission is to be
valid until May 2023 but may request extension. Quarterly progress reports are to be made to Presbytery.
After amendments, the motion was agreed to. A motion to add support to the out-going pastor failed but the
sense of the participants was to send this concern forward to a regular Presbytery meeting for inclusion for this
pastor and others in similar situations in the future.
The six members of the commission were announced. These included ruling and teaching elders.
The meeting ended in prayer.
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MISSION

WHIP
Canned chicken/tuna in water

ALMOST HOME KIDS
Crib Sheets

Families served by WHIP have significantly increased since the onset of the pandemic. WHIP
serves approximately 3200 families, including “shut
in’s” and those who can not drive.

OSF ANTEPARTUM
BODY WASH

OSF CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
NONE

PENTECOST - SPECIAL OFFERING
APRIL 18-June 5
Children at Risk * Youth * Young Adults
I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, . . . To give you a future with

Hope.

Jeremiah 29:11
The Pentecost offering helps our youth begin Life with a strong start— a solid foundation of faith formed in the
first third of life, from childhood through young adulthood.
Congregations keep 40% of raised funds to initiate or support programs for young people
• The Day of Pentecost is referred to as the birthday of the Church
Pentecost is usually represented wit the color red, which symbolizes the fire of the Holy Spirit.
•

•

Since the Pentecost Offering started in 1998, Presbyterians have raised more than $16 million for ministries
that benefit younger members of God’s family. We believe we are called to do even more—to support and care
for young people as they build a strong foundation of faith.
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Have you ever wondered why we worship in the order we do? Or why we sing hymns in certain places in our worship service? I
found a very interesting article I will be sharing with you in the next few months of our newsletters. Hopefully this will provide a few
answers for those folks who were wondering just like me about our worship service order. Melody

OUR ORDER OF WORSHIP
by Teresa Lockhart Stricklen
Associate for Worship Presbyterian Church (USA)
The order of worship that centuries of Christians have adapted from the pattern of Jewish worship is an ancient
order that is intended to move us more deeply into intimate communion with God in Christ. There is a reason why we do
what we do when we do it.Understanding this structure may help you move more fully aware into the divine presence as
you worship.

TO GO FORTH TO SERVE
We go forth to serve God in all of life, confident in our hope in God, singing as we go, come what may.

Charge
These are the final words with which we are charged to be faithful ministers of Christ in the world
we’re going back into. The word “charge” has several appropriate
meanings and images that apply to this part of worship: (1) to fill or furnish a thing with the quantity, as of
fuel, that it is fitted to receive; (2) to supply with electrical energy; (3) to fill an atmosphere with other matter
in a state of diffusion or solution; (4) to lay a command or injunction upon; (5) to instruct authoritatively,
like a judge does a jury; (6) to ascribe responsibility for; (7) to list or record as a debt; (8) to impose or ask
for a price.

Benediction
The minister raises hands over the congregation to simulate laying hands on eachperson’s head. Biblically, laying hands on people was done in prayer for healing and at ordination as a way of symbolizing
God’s giving of power to accomplish our ministry.
We have hands laid on us in baptism, ordaining us all as prophets and priests in Christ,the King’s, behalf.
The words invoke God’s blessing upon each of us.

Postlude
We exit through the curtain of music in which we came. Like God’s omnipresent Spirit, the music
that draws us into God’s presence and undergirds the worship experience also goes with us as a morale
booster and a spring of joy as we depart to blend the work of our individual lives with that of the chorus of
praise continually offered up tothe ruler of all creation.

Departure to Serve
We go forth into the world to serve God in our daily lives as a continuation of ourworship so that our work
is our worship until such time as the assembly gathers again.
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WPC Technology Task Force Team
Over the last few weeks, Pat Franzen, Linda Locke, Lila Gammon and
Melody Wiseman met to discuss how WPC could move forward to update our technology outreach to the community. During these discussions, we were made aware of a grant from the Synod of Lincoln Trail.
This grant is for mission and outreach services. We applied for the
grant and received $1500! Now the work begins.
We are asking the congregation for help. How can you help? We need
volunteers to help get projects going. The team has a few ideas of projects we can start. Several ideas discussed were:
• Facebook Live recordings of our church services to post on our website and Facebook
• update the Facebook page regularly
• update the WPC website
• finding talent to help us achieve this project
• support an “invite a friend to church” day
• creating mailings to Washington residents for the upcoming holiday
(Advent/Christmas).
These are just a few, but we are looking to
the congregation to come up with other ideas to make good use of the grant we have
been given. Please contact one of the team
members to volunteer! This is something
everyone in the congregation can help make
a success!

Life doesn’t
come with a
manual it comes
with a mother.
Unknown
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2022

SUNDAY
1

Worship
9:30 am
Communion

MONDAY
2

TUESDAY
3

WEDNESDAY
4

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5

6

7

11
Choir 6:30 pm

12

13

14

18

19

20
21
National Rescue
Dog Day

26
Session Meeting
6:30 pm

27

Teacher Appreciation Week
8

WORSHIP
9:30 am

9

10 National
Clean Your
Room Day

15 WORSHIP
9:30 am
Congregational
meeting following
worship

16 Do something
good for your
neighbor day

17

22

WORSHIP
9:30 am

23

24

WORSHIP
9:30 am

30

29

.

Miniature Golf Day

Choir 6:30 pm

25
Choir 6:30 pm

31
Better Speech and Hearing Month
Brain Cancer Awareness Month
Women’s Health Month

Birthdays:
8
16
17

Jean Escue
Kim Siu
Margie Rodgers

21 Ann Tharp
24 Gerald Wilder
29 Madeleine Siebert

28
newsletter info
due

Spreading the Word

10

Washington Presbyterian Church
105 South Elm Street
Washington, IL 61571

