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Spreading the Word

Washington Presbyterian
Church
March 2022

From the Pastor’s desk . . . .

Scott Bullock writes this about the season upon which we are embarking. “Lent is a time
to fast from that which distracts us from knowing and experiencing God. It is a time to
reflect on both our human frailty and depravity.
Ash Wednesday, the starting line of Lent, reminds us that the road of life passes through
the valley of the shadow of death when we are marked with the ashes. But, their crossly
shape proclaims the Lord’s presence with us. This day also manifests the culpability of
our hearts in fashioning a religious devotion that is woefully me-focused rather than God
-focused.
In our Ash Wednesday lectionary texts, the prophet Joel summons us to return with all
our hearts to God. The son of Amoz describes a fast that God desires of his people, “to
loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go
free, and to break every yoke” (Isaiah 58:6). Our fast is to feed the hungry, give the
homeless shelter, and cover the naked.”
We invited the Morton and Danvers congregations to join us for our Ash Wednesday
service at 6:30 P.M. March 2nd. Ash Wednesday will mark the beginning of a series of
sermons on the seven perspectives of lent that will prepare us for Easter. The first perspective, Pretense—“Come as you Are” will be the topic of our reflection on Ash
Wednesday. Here are is what we’ll be talking about:
March 6

Probation—“We will be Tested”

March13
March 20

Persecution—“It’s OK to Cry”

Penitence—“What do you mean Repent”

March 27

Prodigious—“Unlimited Love?”

April 3

Perfume—“Can You Smell it?”

April 10
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The February session meeting was held February 17, 2022. If you have any concerns for session, please communicate them to Clerk of Session, Cathy Strawbridge.
The next session meeting will be Thursday, March 24 at 6:30 pm.
Our meeting opened with prayer by Pastor Tim Mitchell.
Devotions: Karen Milano shared a devotional about “The Life Boat” a life boat designed by Henry Greathead relating it to
Paul’s sails to Rome in Acts 27:21-30.
March Devotions: Kevin Gall
Pastor’s Report:
This past month has been busy with learning everything that accompanies beginning a new job. I want to thank you for the
wonderful welcome, you all have made me feel at home. I want to follow up on last month’s report. Melody, her husband,
Marc Boon and I did meet on Tuesday to discuss IT needs for putting the service online.

We celebrated communion on February 6 and will be the first Sundays through Lent. I have worked with Carol and Ann and
we have Worship planned for March and April. This includes an Ash Wednesday service. I’ll be beginning a series of sermons
in March that will take us to Easter. I’ll have more information available to put in the newsletter.
I made 4 pastoral visits and several phone calls this past month. I know that the pastoral search is difficult and has been heartbreaking. This makes the search frustrating and can create a lot of doubt in your minds about who you are. Why hasn’t a pastor chosen us? Why don’t we have someone already? I want to say that God has not abandoned you and is still leading. This
time in between—this Liminal space is always challenging. It is a tense time, filled with uncertainty, discomfort and confusion.
But I believe God is preparing someone special for Washington Presbyterian!
And, so please don’t lose hope! Martin Luther King Jr understood the significance of hope when in August, 1963 he stood on
the steps of the Lincoln Memorial and said, 'If you lose hope, somehow you lose the vitality that keeps life moving, you lose
that courage to be, that quality that helps you go on in spite of it all. And so today I still have a dream.'
Don’t lose hope and let’s focus on making the preparations we need to receive and welcome a new pastor!
Please remember that I am in Washington Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and of course Sunday. I have office hours from
9 to Noon and use the afternoons for visiting. Again, thank you for your warm welcome! And TV personality and chef Robert
Irving would say, “Let’s get to work!”
Clerk’s Report: 2021 Statistical Report was submitted to General Assembly.
Treasurer’s Report: (Doug Hathaway) Treasurer’s report was approved.
Report of Commissioner to Presbytery:
February 26, 2022 - ZOOM Meeting - Melody Wiseman, Commissioned Elder
Christian Education: (Carol Voorhees)
The Christian Education Adult Bible study for February and March is on three of the Minor Prophets - Haggai, Zechariah, and
Malachi. Through this study, participants will see the faithfulness of God as he restores his presence among His people the
Israelites through the rebuilding of the Temple in post exiled Jerusalem and a foretaste of the promised Messiah who is the
true temple and ultimate fulfillment of God's Promises. These three books of the Old Testament contain messages to God's
people who, after experiencing deliverance from exile, still struggled with doubt, discouragement, and despair in the Promised Land. The prophets called them to faith as they awaited an even greater deliverance yet to come. This study meets on Wednesday at 10:00 at church and on Sunday's
following the worship service. Coffee and a delicious baked good provided. A Big
Thanks to Gary and Terry Duchien for setting up the coffee.
Facilities and Maintenance:(Kevin Gall)
Bills paid for janitorial supplies (Kimpling Ace), Umbrella Liability Policy with Church
Mutual, and maintenance on our defibrillator.
Finance: (Bill Strawbridge) – nothing to report this month.
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Member Care: (Karen Milano)
Upcoming Coffee Social hours: February 20, March 20, April 17 and May 15
Church in the Park will be Sunday, June 12 at 10:30 a.m. Until we get more info on how Covid is progressing, we plan to have
people bring sack lunches like we did last year.
Mission Report: (Jean Escue)
Special Offerings
One Great Hour of Sharing – Received March 2 thru Easter Sunday – April 17
Benefits
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Presbyterian Hunger Program
Self-Development of People
Donations for February:
Almost Home Kids: Diapers any size
OSF Children’s: None
Antepartum: Non Skid Socks
WHIP Donation: cereals
Donations for March:
OSF antepartum donation: Lotions
Children’s Hospital donation: Infant/youth socks or non- skid socks
Almost Home Kids: None
WHIP Donation – Peanut Butter
Worship and Sacraments: (Melody Wiseman)
Attendance
January 23 - 35
January 30 - 38
February 6 – 28 – Communion served
February 13 - 26
Old Business:
PNC Committee Update: Please keep our PNC in your prayers.
Technology Grant Report update: Melody and Tim shared information on the meeting with Mark Boon regarding updating our
technologies. The first thing needed, and approval was given, is to increase the church’s internet speed.
March Session Meeting Date: Session voted to change the March Session meeting to Thursday, March 24, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.
at the church.
New Business:
Ash Wednesday service was brought up after Pastor’s Report. A suggestion was made and all agreed to invite Morton Presbyterian Church as we have done in the past.

WPC Technology Task Force
Melody and Tim shared information on the meeting with Mark Boon regarding updating our technologies. The first thing needed, and approval
was given, is to increase the church’s internet speed
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BIBLE STUDY
Minor Prophets - Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. These three books of the Old
Testament contain messages to God's people who, after experiencing deliverance
from exile, still struggled with doubt, discouragement, and despair in the Promised Land. The prophets called them to faith as they awaited an even greater deliverance yet to come.
Wednesday at 10:00 at church and on Sunday's following worship service

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE

March 2, 2022
March 20
April 17
May 15

6:30 PM
Danvers and Morton have
been invited to
attend the service

CHURCH IN THE
PARK
Sunday, June 12,
2022 at 10:30
am

Pastor Tim’s hours
Office: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
9am—12pm
Visits: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons

Deacon’s Handicap Equipment Project
Since June we have been collecting handicap equipment through donations from our church members. We want to
thank everyone for helping us with this project. At this time, we are ready to start loaning items out to our church
families. Please contact a deacon to see if we have what you may need and to arrange a pick-up or delivery. Our
hope is that everyone stays healthy and safe with no accidents or surgeries. Below is an inventory of what
is available:
2 walkers (with seats), glide balls for walker wheels, 3 pairs of crutches, a cane,
transport wheelchair, 3” mobility step, a bed assist, a gate belt,
sock assist, shoehorn, and cushions for hands and heels for nerve or muscle pain
If anyone has questions or has any equipment to loan to us for this project please contact: Patti Patton (309-981-9188)
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MISSION
WHIP

OSF ANTEPARTUM

PEANUT BUTTER

LOTIONS

OSF CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

ALMOST HOME KIDS

INFANT/YOUTH SOCKS

NONE FOR MARCH

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
March 2-April 17
One Great Hour of Sharing helps to improve the lives of people in these challenging situations.
The offering provides us a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need. In fact, OGHS is
the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together every year to work for a better world.
Ong Great Hour of Sharing makes a difference in the world, supporting Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program, Self-Development of People.
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PRAYERS FOR:
Betty Hollis—OSF (lung and liver issues)
Lila Gammon– knee replacement surgery

Seven Perspectives on Lent
March 6
March13
March 20
March 27
April 3
April 10

Probation-“We will be Tested”
Persecution—“It’s OK to Cry”
Penitence—“What do you mean Repent”
Prodigious—“Unlimited Love?”
Perfume—“Can You Smell it?”
Procession—”What are we Seeing?”

PNC Committee

Thank you for the cards, phone calls and
offers of help. All are very much appreciated.

Lila

Have you ever wondered why we worship in the order we do? Or why we sing hymns in certain places in our worship
service? I found a very interesting article I will be sharing with you in the next few months of our newsletters. Hopefully
this will provide a few answers for those folks who were wondering just like me about our worship service order. (by
Teresa Lockhart Stricklen Associate for Wrship Presbyterian Church (USA)). Melody

OUR ORDER OF WORSHIP

The order of worship that centuries of Christians have adapted from the pattern of Jewish worship is an
ancient order that is intended to move us more deeply into intimate communion with God in Christ. There is a reason why we do what we do when we do it. Understanding this structure may help you move more fully aware into
the divine presence as you worship.

TO HEAR A WORD FROM THE LORD

When we are truly sorry, we listen to what it is the person we have wronged would have us do to make
things better between us. After the time of confession and assurance that we all live as forgiven sinners in the
light of Christ, we move deeper intorelationship with God by hearing the Word of the Lord.
God’s Word comes to us in many ways—through scripture, special music, sermons. The words spoken are
quite human, including those of scripture, yet God chooses to speak through them. Listen for God's eternal Word
addressing you with goodnews about the Lord’s love for you and all people among all the human words.
Presbyterians believe the Word is central to our faith; hence, we put the service ofthe Word right in the middle of our service.

Prayer for Illumination
This is a prayer for the Spirit to open our lives to really hear God’s Word among human words. Without the
Spirit to help us discern God’s voice, the words that we hearare just a bunch of dead letters that cannot adequately convey the living, transformative nature of the Word of God.

Scripture
Since before the time of Christ, the Jewish tradition, which Jesus participated in, has had a list (a lectionary) of appropriate readings (lections) for daily prayer services. The Christian church continued this tradition,
though the lectionary was often not used byrevival preachers from the nineteenth century on in the United States.
Shaped by both revival and liturgical traditions, your church may or may not use the New Revised Common Lectionary, which is a three-year list of an Old Testament, Psalm, Gospel, and Epistle reading for each Sunday and
special holy days. When the three years are up, we start over again with Year A. What the lectionary does is help
us experience the broad sweep of God’s salvific work over the course of the church year. The lections often correspond to the different seasons of the year, which also determines the different colors we use on the fabric arts present in worship. Sometimes the lections are designed to run continuously through a book of the Bible to help form
our faith through one particular Biblical book.
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Scripture cont. Since Psalms were originally sung, the psalm may be chanted or sung. Lections may be
used elsewhere in the service in an appropriate place. For example, the psalm is often the basis of the call to
worship. Sometimes the epistle reading for the day makes a good affirmation of faith. Those churches who do
not follow a lectionary follow whatever the pastor discerns needs to be preached from scripture. Other churches
may choose to follow the Reformation’s lectio continua tradition of reading through a book of the Bible and
preaching on its various sections.

Anthem
God’s Word can come to us in a variety of ways—not just through scripture and preaching. God speaks
through many means, including music. Indeed, many people sayGod speaks best to them through the music of
the church.
Having a choir or band of instruments isn’t about good musicians putting on a superb recital in the middle of the service, which is why applause isn’t appropriate for anyone but God in a worship service. We are not
being entertained by a musical interlude. Of course, sometimes we burst into applause as a way of expressing
thanks forthe Spirit that has moved us, but we need to be careful that worship is not perceived as usgetting
something, but about giving ourselves to God in praise and prayer and service.
Sometimes the anthem is done as an offertory, an offering of our gifts in thanksgiving for all God’s gifts to
us. The choir is intended to be representative of the congregation’s voices rising in praise or petition to God. Similarly, God speaks to us through the music of the choir. So when the choir sings, the people become
instruments—instruments of the congregation and/or instruments of God’s Spirit blowing through them to sing
the good news.
Because each piece of music functions differently, the choir’s anthem may be more appropriate elsewhere in the service, but if it functions to expound upon the Word, it will be placed here in the service.

Sermon
Though spoken through a person, we are to hear the sermon as God speaking to us. Thus, some sermons begin with the Triune ascription: “In the name of the Father, theSon, and the Holy Spirit.” Preaching is the
announcement of God’s good news in Christ who invites us to participate in the ongoing activity of God at work
in the world to bring about redemption, not only for us, but for all of creation. The sermon is usually based upon
one or more scripture readings and unfolds the Bible in such a way that we see howGod is continuing to speak
to us today in ways that are similar to those experienced by our ancestors of the faith. Basically, the sermon is
God’s dynamic, eternal Word spoken to us in such a way that we might hear what God has to say to us and be
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2022

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
1

2

Fat Tuesday

6

WORSHIP
9:30 am
1st Sunday of Lent

7

8

14
WORSHIP
9:30 am
2nd Sunday in Lent

4

SATURDAY
5

6:30 pm Service
Danvers & Morton invited to
attend
Bible Study 10
10

11 World
Plumbing Day

12

17

18

19 Certified Nurses
Day

24
Session Meeting
6:30 pm

25

26

Bible Study
10:00 am
Choir Practice
6:30 PM

15

16
Bible Study
10:00 am

IDES OF MARCH

Choir Practice
6:30 pm

20 WORSHIP
21
9:30 am
3rd Sunday of Lent
Bible Study after
worship

22

27

29

NATIONAL
GOOF OFF DAY

23
Bible Study
10:00 am
Choir Practice
6:30 pm

Bible Study after
Worship

2 Carolyn Hardesty
7 Don Gilfillan-Jones
13 Marshall Escue
15 Kirsti McDonnell
15 Rod Wolf
16 Bill Strawbridge
16 Dick Franzen
18 Marge Honeg

FRIDAY
World Day of
Prayer

Ash Wednesday

9

Bible Study after
worship

WORSHIP
28
9:30 am
4th Sunday of Lent

THURSDAY
3

International
Women’s Day

Bible Study after
worship
13

WEDNESDAY

18 Jessica Earl
24 Annette Brehmer
25 Ken Lehr
30 Cindy Hamilton
30 Man-Hong Siu

30
31
Little Red Wagon
Day

Newsletter info due
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