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Note from the pastor . . . . . .
Psalm 109:21-31
21

But deal well with me, O Sovereign Lord, for the sake of your own reputation!
Rescue me because you are so faithful and good. 22 For I am poor and needy,
and my heart is full of pain. 23 I am fading like a shadow at dusk; I am brushed off
like a locust. 24 My knees are weak from fasting, and I am skin and bones. 25 I am
a joke to people everywhere; when they see me, they shake their heads in
scorn. 26 Help me, O Lord my God! Save me because of your unfailing
love. 27 Let them see that this is your doing, that you yourself have done
it, Lord. 28 Then let them curse me if they like, but you will bless me! When they
attack me, they will be disgraced! But I, your servant, will go right on rejoicing! 29 May my accusers be clothed with disgrace; may their humiliation cover
them like a cloak. 30 But I will give repeated thanks to the Lord, praising him to
everyone. 31 For he stands beside the needy, ready to save them from those who
condemn them.
This Psalm speaks to me during this time of distress as I consider the loss of life
due to gun violence. Kathy wrote this about the last few weeks, “The last week I
have watched in horror the reports of God’s beloved people being gunned down
while doing the ordinary things we all do each and every day – grocery shopping,
going to church – precious little children going to school.
I think of the words, “How long, O Lord, how long?” How long are we going to
tolerate and abide this violence and death? How long are we going to turn a
blind eye to the injustice that happens around us? How long are we going to offer thoughts and prayers and still do nothing? ,
I am a pastor – I believe in prayer with all of my being. I know that God is with
me – and like the Psalmist, “I am poor and needy and my heart is full of pain”. I
believe I was called to care for God’s children, and today I sit helplessly, not sure
how to remain true to my call. How long, O Lord, how long?” I echo this sentiment.
I want to close with a prayer offered by Rev. Dr. Diane Moffett, President and Executive Director of the Presbyterian Mission Agency: Merciful God, we are weary. We are heartbroken over the loss of more lives, children dying before they
have had a chance to live, hopes and dreams cut off, and smashed to pieces by
gunfire and bullets.
We are tired of excuses. We are tired of cultivating a culture of violence, which
essentially kicks people and blames them for limping. We are tired of the unwillingness to act. We are tired of those in power who work to prevent any real
change, and those who say that gun violence can’t be reduced. Our hope and
our strength need renewal to continue to fight for justice, the fight for safe places
for our children, for your people.
Send the power of your Holy Spirit. Turn our tiredness into advocacy. Use us,
work through us, and if necessary, work in spite of us to mend the brokenness,
and bring our realm of peace to earth. Amen.
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The May session meeting was held May 26, 2022. If you have any concerns for session, please communicate
them to Clerk of Session, Cathy Strawbridge.
The next session meeting will be Thursday, June 30, 6:30 pm.
Rev. Tim Mitchell opened the meeting with a prayer.
May Devotions: Bill Strawbridge
Excerpts from a sermon by Nancy Van Fleet, based on Luke 4: 1-13 and The Untethered Soul by Michael Singer. Raised the
question: What would you tell your loved ones if this were your last day on earth?
Report of the Clerk:
Reported two (2) E-votes: 1) changing the May Session Meeting date; and 2) hosting combined church service with Danvers
and Morton for Pentecost Sunday, June 5, 2022.
Report of the Pastor:
I officiated communion on May 1st, provided pastoral care as needed and am working with Mike Claver and the leadership
from Danvers on the Pentecost service to be held here June 5th. Looking forward to our Sunday in the park. Melody will work
with John to install the necessary equipment and upgrades to put the services online. I will be on vacation June 13th through
the 20th. Thank you for the week off in May—I had a wonderful visit with my daughter in California.
I extend, on behalf of session and the church, a hearty appreciation for all the hard work of the PNC! Their perseverance and
patience have been rewarded and John will be here the first week of July. I am excited for the beginning of Washington Presbyterian Church’s next chapter of ministry! Never put a period where God has placed a comma!
I am in Washington Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and of course Sunday. I have office hours from 9 to
Report of the Treasurer: Accepted the May 26, 2022, Treasurer’s report of April’s financials. Financials posted on church bulletin board.
Report of Commissioner to Presbytery: 2022 Dates for Assembly Meetings of Presbytery
May 17 at 4:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church in Normal, IL., by Zoom – Carol Voorhees, Report sent separately
August 30 at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday at Springfield Hope Pres in person/zoom, Susan Cox Proffitt
November 19, 2022, at Milan in person/Zoom, Bill Strawbridge
Report of the Session Committees:
Christian Education (Carol Voorhees):
Beginning on Wednesday June 1st, from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. a Bible study based on the book: WHISPERS - How to Hear
the Voice of God by Mark Batterson. This book was given the Christian Book Award. This will be an approximately 10-week
study. This will also be presented on Sundays beginning June 5th or 12th for those who cannot make the Wednesday morning session. Part One of this book is about the “Power of a Whisper.” Part Two of the book is titled: “The Seven Love Languages.”
I am very excited to present this book as a study for our congregation. According to the author God speaks to us in 7 different
ways and we need to "tune our hearing up and declutter the noise of this world to hear Him". We also need to be " sensitive"
to our surroundings and SEE. Very exciting stuff I feel, we all need to do some "soul to hear Him". We also need to be " sensitive" to our surroundings and SEE. Very exciting stuff I feel, we all need to do some "soul seeking" and Look, Listen and Hear
our Glorious, Faithful, Merciful, Gracious Loving Father. How Fortunate are we all that we have a Heavenly Father who is ALWAYS present in our lives.
Facilities and Maintenance (Kevin Gall):
Routine payment of bills: Golf Green, TKE Elevator, Church Mutual. Getting bids for church roof repair.
Finance (Bill Strawbridge):
Two scholarship applications were received. The Support & Endowment Committee will meet to review them and to interview the candidates.
Member Care (Karen Milano):
Visiting Churches luncheon after church on June 5th. We will have people bring a dish to share and provide gloves so that
people can serve themselves. This may also make the health-minded parishioners feel more comfortable.
Church in the Park on June 12 to start at 10:30 at Wenger shelter. My committee has decided to do this as we did last year by
having people bring their own sack lunches. That worked out well.
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Mission (Jean Escue)
Check Request: Special Offerings, One Great Hour of Sharing $950
Donations for May:
OSF Antepartum donation: body wash/soap
Children’s Hospital donation: NONE
Almost Home Kids: crib sheets
Whip: canned chicken/canned tuna in water
Donations for June:
OSF Antepartum donation: Shampoo
Children’s Hospital donation: stickers/color books
Almost Home Kids: NONE; Whip: Soup/canned pasta
Worship and Sacraments (Melody Wiseman):
Attendance:
April 24th – 34
May 1st – 42 – Communion served
May 8th – 41
May 15th – 49
May 22nd - 28
June 5th we will be combining services with Danvers PC and Morton PC, with a potluck after the service. It has been so long
since we had a potluck!
Communion servers for June 5th: Susan Cox, Kevin Gall and Carol Voorhees. If extra servers needed there will be Session
members to help.
Old Business:
PNC Committee Report update:
This will be our last report. YEAH!!! On the PNC's recommendation, Rev. John Napoli III was elected on May 15th during our
congregational meeting as our new pastor. Pastor John will start on July 1, 2022.
During the congregational meeting, the PNC committee was voted DISSOLVED, FINISHED, COMPLETE, DONE. HALLELUIA AND
AMEN!!!!!! And from the PNC, thanks for all your support and prayers during the last 4 years.
Technology Grant Update:
On hold waiting for Pastor John to arrive and will then include him in bids and discussions.
New Business:
Session approved changing June Session Meeting to June 30, 2022, 6:30 p.m. at the church.
Rev. Tim Mitchell closed with prayer. The next stated meeting is June 30, 2022
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Pentecost Luncheon
(Danvers and Morton Presbyterian will be joining us)
June 5th
After worship
Bing a dish to share
Self serve, gloves provided
Please wear something red

Pentecost Sunday

June 5, 2022
9:30 AM
Washington Presbyterian Church

Church in the Park
June 12, 2022

Danvers Presbyterian Church and
Morton Presbyterian Church members will be joining us

Wenger Shelter
10:30 am
Bring your own sack lunch

SUPPORT
WASHINGTON
WEEKEND SNACKPAC

With your purchase at the
ICE CREAM SHACK
Sunnyland
June 7th
5-8 pm

BIBLE STUDY

Bible Study will
begin Wednesday
June 1st at 10 am
and Sunday June
5th.
WHISPERS: How to
Hear the Voice of God
by Mark Batterson

Spreading the Word

Karl Taylor is in need of a ride to church.
If you are able to provide a ride please
contact him at 309-444-4154 or karltaylor1@mtco.com
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PRAYERS FOR:
Carol Eichelkraut
Marge Honeg’s nephew’s wife passed
away
Buffalo New York Community
People of Ukraine
Uvalde, Texas Community
Whitey Wilder—hip replacement surgery
Rick Becker –COVID

Carol Eichelkraut is home from the
hospital.
Her daughter, Ketra (309-620-2029) can
be contacted for visits and
meal deliveries.

2022 Graduate
Sabrena Ksyski graduated from Carl
Sandburg College in Galesburg with 2
Associate Degrees. One in the Arts and
one in Mortuary Science.
Sabrina will be working at Dieters
Funeral Home

BIBLE STUDY—beginning June 1 and June 5
WHISPERS: How to Hear the Voice of God by Mark
Batterson. God still speaks. Do you know how to
hear his Voice? During this Bible Study we will venture
into both the Old Testament and the New Testament
and discover the Seven Languages of God and how
he communicates with us in the same ways today.
As always, Great Fellowship is included.
Sign up sheet will be posted in May.
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MISSION

WHIP

ALMOST HOME KIDS
NONE

SOUP AND CANNED PASTA

OSF CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
STICKERS AND COLOR BOOKS
Families served by WHIP have significantly increased since the onset of the pandemic. WHIP
serves approximately 3200 families, including “shut
in’s” and those who can not drive.

OSF ANTEPARTUM
SHAMPOO

PENTECOST - SPECIAL OFFERING
APRIL 18-June 5
Children at Risk * Youth * Young Adults
I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, . . . To give you a future with

Hope.

Jeremiah 29:11
The Pentecost offering helps our youth begin Life with a strong start— a solid foundation of faith formed in the
first third of life, from childhood through young adulthood.
Congregations keep 40% of raised funds to initiate or support programs for young people
• The Day of Pentecost is referred to as the birthday of the Church
Pentecost is usually represented wit the color red, which symbolizes the fire of the Holy Spirit.
•

•

Since the Pentecost Offering started in 1998, Presbyterians have raised more than $16 million for ministries
that benefit younger members of God’s family. We believe we are called to do even more—to support and care
for young people as they build a strong foundation of faith.
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WPC Technology Task Force Team
Over the last few weeks, Pat Franzen, Linda Locke, Lila Gammon and
Melody Wiseman met to discuss how WPC could move forward to update our technology outreach to the community. During these discussions, we were made aware of a grant from the Synod of Lincoln Trail.
This grant is for mission and outreach services. We applied for the
grant and received $1500! Now the work begins.
We are asking the congregation for help. How can you help? We need
volunteers to help get projects going. The team has a few ideas of projects we can start. Several ideas discussed were:
• Facebook Live recordings of our church services to post on our website and Facebook
• update the Facebook page regularly
• update the WPC website
• finding talent to help us achieve this project
• support an “invite a friend to church” day
• creating mailings to Washington residents for the upcoming holiday
(Advent/Christmas).
These are just a few, but we are looking
to the congregation to come up with other
ideas to make good use of the grant we
have been given. Please contact one of the
team members to volunteer! This is something everyone in the congregation can
help make a success!
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2022

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
1

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2

3

4

8

9 Donald Duck
Day

10

11

15

16

17
18
Eat your Vegetables Day

Oscar the
Grouch Day

NATIONAL MEN’S HEALTH MONTH
NATIONAL CANDY MONTH
CHILDREN’S AWARENESS MONTH

5

WORSHIP
9:30 am
Communion

6

7
Chocolate Ice
Cream Day

13

14 Strawberry
Shortcake Day

Potluck after
worship service
12
Church in the Park

.

10:30 AM Wenger
Shelter

19

WORSHIP
9:30 am

26 WORSHIP
9:30 am

newsletter info
due
20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

Ice Cream Cake
Day

Session Meeting
6:30 PM

Birthdays:
3 Betty Laughlin

9 Sydney Ksycki

26 Roberta Spitz

6 Karin Earl

10 Beau Carter

28 Kent Casey

7 Lee Moore

11 Hayley Earl

30 Jennifer Proffitt

8 Sandy Fritz

21 Jacob Reeise

24

25
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Washington Presbyterian Church
105 South Elm Street
Washington, IL 61571

