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A Christmas message from the Pastor’s Desk…
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he
has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations
shall call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his
name.” Luke 1:46-55
Silent Night, Holy Night. All is calm, but all is not alright. Christmas songs began right after Halloween. “Black Friday” sales have turned into weeks of advertising. The light displays that adorn houses
seem to be getting more elaborate. All of this busyness challenges our ability to focus on the true spirit
of this blessed season.
In the rush of the holidays, how often the real meaning of holiness escapes us. Let’s face it. Family
get-togethers, decorating Christmas trees, singing in or listening to Christmas choirs, caroling, candy
cane lanes, the wonderful smells of baking Christmas goodies, Christmas Eve traditions, opening gifts
around the tree, and fond memories of Christmases past are fond influences. And for many, this is
what passes for the Christmas spirit.
I wonder, how often does the end of an exhausting season leave us with a sense of regret? We’ve
done it again! We’ve come to our King’s birthday party empty-handed one more time. And so it goes,
on and on, as each year we struggle to know how to properly celebrate His marvelous entrance into our
world. We know what He did—even those who don’t believe it know the story of the first Christmas.
But how much have we thought about its implications for our lives. The scripture above is called the
Magnificent. I have another version of Mary’s prayer I would like to share with you.
God, O infant-God. Heaven’s fairest child. Conceived by the union of grace
with our disgrace. Sleep well.
Rest well tiny hands. For though you belong to a King, you will touch no satin, own no gold. Your grasp will no pen, guide no brush. No, your tiny hands
are reserved for works more precious:
To touch a leper’s wounds, to wipe a widow’s tears, to claw the ground of
Gethsemane.
Your hands so tiny, so white—clutched tonight in an infant’s fist. They aren’t
destined to hold a scepter nor wave from a palace balcony. They are reserved
for a Roman spike that will staple them to a cross.
Sleep deeply, tiny eyes. Sleep while you can. For soon you will see the mess we
have made of our world.
You will see the nakedness, for we cannot hide. You will see our selfishness,
for we cannot give. You will see our pain, for we cannot heal.
Be still tiny mouth. Lay still from which eternity will speak. Tiny tongue that
will soon summon the dead, that will define grace, that will silence the foolishness.
Lips that bring a kiss of forgiveness to those who will believe you, and of
death to those who deny you. Lay still. And tiny feet cupped in the palm of
my hand, rest. For many difficult steps lie ahead for you.
Do you taste the dust of the trails you will travel? Do you feel the cold sea
water upon which you will speak? Do you wrench at the invasion of the nails
you will bear? Do you fear the steep descent into Satan’s domain? Rest tiny
feet. Rest today so that tomorrow you might walk with power. Rest. For millions will follow in your steps.
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And little heart, holy heart, pumping the blood of life through the universe: how many times will we
break you?
You’ll be torn by the thorns of accusations. You’ll be ravaged by the cancer of our sins. You’ll be
crushed under the weight of your own sorrow. And you’ll be pierced by the spear of our rejection. Yet in
that piercing, in that final rush of blood and water, you will find rest. Your hands will be freed, your
eyes will see justice, your lips will smile, and your feet will carry you home. And this time you’ll rest
again, this time in the embrace of Your Father.

May you find the true meaning and spirit of Christmas in your hearts this holy season. A blessed Christmas to you all.
Pastor Linda

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS—December 2019
The December session meeting was held December 19, 2019 at 6:30 pm at the home of Bill and Cathy Strawbridge. Rev. Dr.
Linda Philabaun was the moderator. If you have any concerns for session, please communicate them to Clerk of Session,
Cathy Strawbridge.
The next session meeting will be Thursday, January 16, 2019 at 6:30 pm.
The meeting opened with prayer by Moderator Rev. Dr. Linda Philabaun. Susan provided devotions. January devotions will
be presented by Jean Escue.
Report of the Clerk:


Communion was served on December 1, 2019.
Report of the Pastor:
Attended the Wilderness Retreat Wilderness Retreat in Stanton, IL. Found there is much to hear in the silence that we miss
out on in our everyday lives. There were acres and acres of hiking trails—all natural of course. No human soul was to be seen
unless sought out. It would take many pages to describe the experience. It was amazingly worth every moment. Thank you
for allowing me this spiritual experience that I will always remember.
Report of the Treasurer: M.S.P. to approve November Treasurer’s report.
Facilities and Maintenance (Dick Spitz):


An announcement was made at the December 1st worship service regarding the Emergency 911 instructions placed in various locations of the church. The Safety Committee consists of the Session Members.



The Certificate of Status of Exempt Property for Tazewell County was filed on December 9, 2019. A copy is on file in the
office and a copy included in the December 19 Session Minutes.

Finance (Bill Strawbridge): M.S.P. to adopt the Budget as presented for 2020.
Mission (Jean Escue):
December Donations:
 WHIP: soup and/or canned pasta


OSF Antepartum: Nonskid socks



Air National Guard: beef jerky, gum, Crest Scope toothpaste ,Mini tooth brushes-Disposable Toothbrushes with Toothpaste and Pick, GUM Soft-Picks, Original Dental Picks, Listerine Cool strips, Heat Pocketpaks, energy bars, granola bars,
slim jim sticks, trail mix, cookies, non-chocolate candy, deodorant, lip balm, sunblock, crackers, flea powder, cough drops,
ibuprofen.



Children’s Home: Deodorant, toothpaste, soap, shampoo, toothbrush, lotion, bath towels, washcloths, hand towels,
kitchen utensils, broom, dust pan, sauce pan, skillet, measuring cup, measuring spoons, plates, silverware, toilet paper,
Kleenex, dish towels, dishcloths, bedding, etc.



The Air National Guard and Children’s Home donations will be extended into January

January donations:


Whip: applesauce; OSF Antepartum: toothpaste/toothbrush; OSF Children’s Hospital: Infants: teethers/rattles
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS — December 2019, cont.
Nominating Committee (Susan Cox):
 2020 Slate was presented to Session:
Deacons:
 Bob Fink, accepting another term
Lila Gammon, new Deacon
Session:
 Karen Milano, Member Care, accepting another term
Doug Hathaway, Personnel, accepting another term
Kevin Gall, Facilities and Maintenance, new Session member
 Open, Christian Education
SEC:
 Karl Taylor, continuing member
 Dick Spitz, new member
Nominating:
 Paula Sights, new member
 M.S.P. to accept the 2020 Slate to be presented and voted on at the Congregational Meeting December 22, 2019.
Worship and Sacraments (Melody Wiseman):




Attendance: November 24th – 58; December 1st – 50; December 8th – 48; December 15th – 45
Flowers for the 3rd Sunday of each month to be continued for 2020 with exception of March due to Lent.
An ad was placed in the Courier regarding our Christmas worship schedule.

Unfinished Business:
PNC: Meeting and reviewing Pastor Information Forms (PIF’s).
New Business:
 M.S.P. to install newly elected elders and deacons on January 12, 2019.
 M.S.P. for submitting reports to Judy for our Annual Report January 7, 2019, for all Committees with exception of Financials to be January 11, 2019.
 M.S.P. to hold the Annual Meeting of the Congregational and Corporation on January 26, 2020 following worship.
 M.S.P. to put the following slate of Corporate Officers before the congregation at the annual meeting:
President: Susan Cox
Vice President: Jean Escue
Secretary: Cathy Strawbridge
Treasurer: Doug Hathaway
 Sunday Bulletin Committee News – notify Judy with any news you want printed in the Bulletin by Thursday 10:00 a.m.
 M.S.P. Doug Hathaway as Treasurer for 2020 Treasurer.
 Initiatives Fund was presented to Session. A new restricted fund has been created for Washington Presbyterian Church
called the Initiatives Fund. The Fund objective is to provide 'seed' money for the introduction of new projects, programs,
and equipment to grow Christian faith, Spirit, and share God's Word. The fund is intended to defray startup costs associated with initiatives defined as those that either have never before been tried or not attempted in at least 5 years. The
fund is open to all members both for contributions and use. Anyone with an idea that qualifies based on the Fund objective is welcome to apply to the Session.
 M.S.P. to open an Initiatives Fund.




M.S.P. to adjourn the meeting and closed with prayer at 8:40 p.m. The next stated meeting is Thursday, January 16,
2020 at 6:30 p.m.
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CHILDREN’S
HOSPITAL

MISSION

OSF
ANTEPARTUM UNIT

Teethers/Rattles

TOOTHBRUSH/TOOTHPASTE

WHIP
APPLESAUCE

Peoria Air National Guard
182 Airlift Wing, Peoria, IL
Troop deployment to Kuwait
October 28, 2019– March 5, 2020
beef jerky, gum, Crest Scope toothpaste ,Mini tooth brushes-Disposable
Toothbrushes with Toothpaste and Pick, GUM Soft-Picks, Original Dental
Picks, Listerine Cool strips, Heat Pocketpaks, energy bars, granola bars,
slim jim sticks, trail mix, cookies, non-chocolate candy, deodorant, lip
balm, sunblock, crackers, flea powder, cough drops, ibuprofen

The Children's Home Association of Illinois. “Home for the Holidays” drive. Young
adults preparing to move into their own apartments over the next few months (many
grew up in foster care or experienced homelessness).
Deodorant, toothpaste, soap, shampoo, toothbrush, lotion, bath towels, washcloths, hand towels, kitchen utensils, broom, dust pan, sauce pan, skillet, measuring cup, measuring spoons, plates, silverware, toilet paper, Kleenex, dish towels,
dishcloths, bedding, etc
to provide a few essentials for the apartment so it feels like "home".
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SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY
PANCAKE BREAKFAST

FEB. 2, 2020

APRIL 5, 2020

POTLUCK FOLLOWING THE
WORSHIP SERVICE

COFFEE HOURS—
Jan. 12, Feb. 9, Mar. 8, Apr.
12, and May 10, 2020

PRAYERS FOR:
Sarah Jeffers Jacobson
A new restricted fund has been created for Washington Presbyterian Church
called the Initiatives Fund.

Rita Hale

The Fund objective is to provide 'seed' money for the introduction of new
projects, programs, and equipment to grow Christian faith, Spirit, and
share God's Word.

Ann Tharp

The fund is intended to defray startup costs associated with initiatives
defined as those that either have never before been tried or not attempted
in at least 5 years.

Harriet Maddock

The fund is open to all members both for contributions and use.
(Contributions payable to WPC, Initiatives Fund in memo line).
Anyone with an idea that is consistent with the Fund objective is welcome
to apply to the Session

Michelle Johnson
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2020

SUNDAY

5
Worship 9:30 AM
Communion

MONDAY

6
P.E.O
Noon –3:00 PM
Fellowship Hall

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

7

8

9

10

11

Annual Reports

6:30 Choir

Financial

Due in office

7:30 Bell Choir

Report
Due

12 Worship 9:30 AM

13

14

Installation of
officers

16

6:30 Choir

Session Mtng

7:30 Bell Choir

Coffee Hour

19

15

17

Info due

6:30 PM

20

21

22

23

24

27

28

29

30

31 Melody
Wiseman using
Fellowship hall
5:30 – 9:00 pm

Worship 9:30 AM

26
Worship 9:30 m
Annual Meeting

Birthdays:
3
6
6

Mat Bainbridge
Gary Duchien
Terry Duchien

14 Dominick Ponto
17 Jane Harless
20 Sabrena Ksycki

18 Newsletter

21 Quinton Gilfillan-Jones 29 Jean McDonnell
23 Richard Spitz
31 Lilah Gilfillan-Jones
27 Karen Kroeger
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