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From the Pastor’s desk

The older I get the less I appreciate snow and cold weather! I find myself yearning for
spring and warm weather in the midst of the cold. I can’t wait to shed my winter coat
for a lighter jacket or none. As spring approaches, I begin looking at the barren trees
searching for glimpses of the first green. Kathy and I planted some early blooming spring
flowers year before last—crocus was one of them. Some survived the raiding of the
squirrels and are the first green to appear in our landscaping. I was thrilled last week
when I saw the green appear and then a few days later a bloom followed! It signaled to
me that winter is coming to a close and warm weather is just around the corner. And it
will bring flowers, budding trees, green grass and the song of birds as they return to
their northern home. Spring is a reminder that winter is ending and life follows death.
Take time to enjoy spring, a God given gift of the opening of a new season.

Spring
Christina Rossetti

Frost-locked all the winter,
Seeds, and roots, and stones of fruits,
What shall make their sap ascend
That they may put forth shoots?
Tips of tender green,
Leaf, or blade, or sheath;
Telling of the hidden life
That breaks forth underneath,
Life nursed in its grave by Death.

Before the daisy grows a common flower
Before the sun has power
To scorch the world up in his noontide hour

There is no time like Spring,
Like Spring that passes by;
There is no life like Spring-life born to die, –
Piercing the sod,
Clothing the uncouth clod,
Hatched in the nest,
Fledged on the windy bough,
Blows the thaw-wind pleasantly,
Strong on the wing:
Drips the soaking rain,
There is no time like Spring that passes by,
By fits looks down the waking sun:
Now newly born, and now
Young grass springs on the plain;
Young leaves clothe early hedgerow trees; Hastening to die.
Seeds, and roots, and stones of fruits,
Swollen with sap put forth their shoots;
Curled-headed ferns sprout in the lane;
Birds sing and pair again.
There is no time like Spring,
When life’s alive in everything,
Before new nestlings sing,
Before cleft swallows speed their journey
back
Along the trackless track –
God guides their wing,
He spreads their table that they nothing lack, –
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The March session meeting was held March 24, 2022. If you have any concerns for session, please communicate
them to Clerk of Session, Cathy Strawbridge.
The next session meeting will be Thursday, April 21 at 6:30 pm.
Our meeting opened with prayer by Pastor Tim Mitchell.
Devotions: Doug Hathaway shared a devotional about “worry” a subject we have all engaged in. He referenced the Israelites
going to the promise land. Faith and worry do not co-exist. We want faith in our lives – not worry. When you put your trust
in God you should not worry.
April Devotions: Bill Strawbridge
We welcomed Rev. Dr. Laura Reason, our COM Ministry Partner. She wanted to know if we had any needs and shared an article on “How to Minister Effectively in Family, Pastoral, Program, and Corporate Sized Churches” from “Discerning Your Congregation’s Future: A Strategic and Spiritual Approach” by Roy M. Oswald & Robert E. Friedrick, An Alban Institute Publication, 1996.

Pastor’s Report:
This month I made pastoral visits, held communion on March 6th, and I continue preaching through our Lent sermon series. I
worked with pastors’ Mike and Elissa to provide an Ash Wednesday service and members from Washington, Morton and Danvers participated. I began video-taping the services but still need to find a way to edit them so that they can be put online. My
grandson Kaidan has agreed to help me. We continue to seek advice for hardware to put the service online. I have asked Marc
Boon and he has agreed to be with us again on April 3rd.
I met with Francie, Betty Hollis’s daughter to plan Betty’s funeral which will be here at the church on April 2nd. I will be
attending an ADEC conference in St. Louis on April 20th-23rd, an educational event. I will be going to California to visit my
daughter and will be gone the Sunday of May 15th. Kathy has offered to fill the pulpit that Sunday. I also will be gone Sunday
June 19th; Kathy and I will be travelling to Florida with children and grandchildren.
Please remember that I am in Washington Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday and of course Sunday. I have office hours from
9 to Noon and use the afternoons for visiting. Again, thank you for your warm welcome! And TV personality and chef Robert
Irving would say, “Let’s get to work!”
Clerk’s Report:
Betty Jo Hollis (# 85) passed away on March 6, 2022, a resident of Buehler Home in Peoria Il. She was an elder and deacon of
the Washington Presbyterian Church. Her memorial service will be held at the Washington Presbyterian Church on April 2,
2022.
Review of the Clerk’s Books scheduled for Thursday, March 31, 2022, at First Pres, Normal with Elissa Bailey.
Treasurer’s Report: (Doug Hathaway) Treasurer’s report for February was approved. See financials posted on the bulletin
board in the East Room.
Report of Commissioner to Presbytery:
February 26, 2022 -- Melody Wiseman, Commissioned Elder, attended the Presbytery of Great Rivers Assembly Meeting. Her
report will be sent separately.
Christian Education: (Carol Voorhees)
The Bible Study groups on Wednesday and Sunday continue in the Minor Prophets of Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. This
has been a Challenging study and has been well received. The book of Zechariah has had many "night visions" to interpret.
This Bible study should be completed by April 20th. I want to Thank Kim Siu, Paula Prutsman and Bill and Winnie Ebert with
providing delicious baked goods and Terry and Gary Duchien for always making the coffee. I
will begin searching for the next Bible Study which will most likely begin in May.
Finance: (Bill Strawbridge)
The Support & Endowment Committee are accepting scholarships applications for 2022. Applications may be obtained from the church secretary and must be turned into the office by May
1 with the appropriate references and academic records.
Member Care: (Karen Milano) Church in the Park will be Sunday, June 12 at 10:30 a.m. Jean
Escue will secure the Wenger Shelter.
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Session Minutes cont.
Mission Report: (Jean Escue)
Check Requests:
Christmas Joy: Presbyterian Church USA, $1155.00
Presbytery of Great Rivers: Per Capita, $3243.00
Special Offerings:
One Great Hour of Sharing, Received thru Easter Sunday – April 17, Benefits:
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Presbyterian Hunger Program
Self-Development of People
Donations for March:
OSF antepartum donation: Lotions
Children’s Hospital donation: Infant/youth socks or non- skid socks
Almost Home Kids: None
WHIP Donation – Peanut Butter
Donations for April:
OSF antepartum donation: None
Children’s Hospital donation: Card Games for kids
Almost Home Kids: Batteries/any size
WHIP Donation – Jelly
Worship and Sacraments: (Melody Wiseman)
Attendance:
February 20th - 40
February 27th - 38
Ash Wednesday, March 2nd - 34
March 6th - 35 Communion was served
March 13th - 35
March 20th - 38
Communion servers for April 3rd will be Bill Strawbridge, Cathy Strawbridge, and Sana Becker. We will only need 3 servers;
the choir is now dismissed to the congregation after the anthem.
Old Business:
PNC Committee Update: We were a runner up with one candidate recently. So, we must be getting closer! Please continue
to pray for the PNC and our next pastor, whoever that might be.
Technology Grant Update: Getting bids on the technical equipment involved with the update.

Dear Friends at Washington Presbyterian Church,
After nearly forty years of ministry, I am retiring on May 29, 2022. I am writing to express my deep gratitude for the years I
was with you in ministry (1987-97). Over those ten years, you helped me “find my voice” as a preacher and live into my
calling as a pastor. Memories of your love and support have nourished me, and now as I get ready to “hang up my robe”, I
appreciate how precious our time together in shared ministry was. You helped me most of all to be an authentic person in
ministry, and not just one filling a clerical position. There have been a lot of changes in ministry over the
years, but one thing never changes: the love of Christ that binds us together across the years and into
God’s Kingdom. Thank you hardly seems strong enough for the gratitude I feel for time I served with
you in Washington, Illinois. From the depths of my heart, thank you.
Yours in Christ,
Rev. Bob Meyer, Honorably Retired (almost)
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Church in the Park
June 12, 2022
Wenger Shelter
10:30 am

Scholarship Applications

BIBLE STUDY
Continues on
Wednesday at
10 am and on
Sunday after
the worship service

Due May 1st.
Pick up application in the church
office and return to the office by
May 1, 2022

Betty Jo Hollis, 90, of Washington, IL, passed away on March 6th, 2022 after a year-long struggle with congestive heart failure and recent cancer diagnosis.
Betty was born in 1931 to Narvel and Vada Rogers in Cynthiana, IN. After graduating from Cynthiana High
School, she went to cosmetology school and became a hair dresser. Her first job was in Evansville, IN, and
she went on to fix ladies’ hair for the next 35 years.
Betty married life-long sweetheart William Hollis in 1952 and were together until Bill’s death in 2016. They
had 3 children. She and her family finally settled in Washington, IL, where she lived for 54 years until she
moved to the Buehler Home in early 2021.
Betty had many friends through church, her work as a hair dresser, and Bill’s coworkers at Caterpillar. Betty
had the opportunity to travel across the US and Europe with Bill on business trips, always coming back with fun stories. She served as
a Girl Scout leader, a church elder and a volunteer helping children with Down Syndrome. Betty enjoyed garden club, bridge, swimming at Five Points, and the symphony, and was a fierce competitor at Chinese checkers. She donated to many charities, and was a
member of the Washington Presbyterian Church since 1967. Betty was a strong, devoted mother and wife, supporting her daughter
Juli through her 22-year battle with ovarian cancer, and her husband through his 11-year struggle with Alzheimer’s. She was loved by
all who knew her as a kind, thoughtful person with a charming sense of humor and grace.
Betty was preceded in death by her husband Bill, her mother Vada, her father Narvel, her brothers Robert, James and Richard, her
sister Ruth, and her daughter Juliann. She is survived by her sister Mary K., her daughter Frances, her son Christopher, her grandson
Alexander, her granddaughters Ella, Anne and Sophia, sons-in-law Tom, Tom, and Daniel, and nieces and
nephews.
Her memorial service will be held at the Washington Presbyterian Church, 105 S. Elm St., Washington, IL
on Saturday, April 2, 2022. Visitation will be at 1:00 pm, with the memorial service following at 2:30
pm. Pastor Tim Mitchell will officiate. Betty and her husband Bill will be interred in Indiana at a later date.
Betty’s family wishes to thank the wonderful people at the Buehler Home Health Center and OSF Hospice
who cared for their Momma with kindness and diligence over the last months of her life. In lieu of gifts
and flowers, well-wishers may donate to the Washington Presbyterian Church or American Cancer Society
in Betty’s honor. To share a memory or send a condolence to her family, visit
www.masonfuneralhomes.com.
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William “Lyle” McGrann, 99, of Washington, died peacefully
Monday, January 3, 2022 at Snyder Village in Metamora, Illinois.
Lyle was born August 21, 1922 in Colchester, Illinois to the late
William and Edna McGrann. He was also preceded in death by
three brothers, Melvin, Harold and Russell; and a twin sister,
Lila. He married Alice Lavene Millam on February 13, 1946 and
she preceded him in death in February 2012 shortly after their 66th
anniversary.
Lyle is survived by his daughter and son-in-law, Sana and Rick
Becker of Washington; granddaughters, Annie (Zak) Wilson of
Jefferson City, MO, and Emily (Pete) Hampton of Peoria; five great-grandchildren, Jacob, Alex and Abram Wilson, and Ben and Lilly Hampton; and his special canine buddy,
Frank. He was deeply loved and will be greatly missed.
Lyle served in both the European and Pacific Theatres in World War II as a staff sergeant and participated in the September 2016 Honor Flight to Washington, D.C. It was
one of the great highlights of his later years.
Following his service, Lyly worked his entire career as a salesman at Galesburg Auto
Supply. In retirement, he drove for Bruce Foote Chevrolet, an experience he loved; if
Lyle was around cars, he was happy. He enjoyed fishing, keeping an immaculate yard,
and watching the Cubs. Lyle made friends wherever he went and loved sharing stories
with anyone who cared to listen.
Due to concerns over the current Covid surge, cremation rights
have been accorded, and a celebration of Lyle’s life will be held
on or around his 100th birthday this summer. Deiters Funeral
Home and Crematory is assisting the family with arrangements.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made in Lyle’s name to the
Greater Peoria Honor Flight, PO Box 5072, Peoria, IL 61601.
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MISSION

WHIP
JELLY/JAM

OSF CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
GAMES

Thank you for all the cards and prayers we received
on behalf of my sister and brother-in-law, Gloria and
Jim Perfetti. Your thoughtfulness is much
appreciated.
Cathy and Bill Strawbridge

PRAYERS FOR:
PNC Committee

ALMOST HOME KIDS
BATTERIES—ANY SIZE

OSF ANTEPARTUM
NONE FOR APRIL

Niece of Bill and Cathy
Strawbridge
Hazel May Trautmann
Born March 17, 2022
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Have you ever wondered why we worship in the order we do? Or why we sing hymns in certain places in our worship service? I
found a very interesting article I will be sharing with you in the next few months of our newsletters. Hopefully this will provide a few
answers for those folks who were wondering just like me about our worship service order. Melody

OUR ORDER OF WORSHIP
by Teresa Lockhart Stricklen
Associate for Worship Presbyterian Church (USA)
The order of worship that centuries of Christians have adapted from the pattern of Jewish worship is an ancient
order that is intended to move us more deeply into intimate communion with God in Christ. There is a reason why we do
what we do when we do it.Understanding this structure may help you move more fully aware into the divine presence as
you worship.
God has spoken, so we respond. All of the following are our grateful responses tohearing God speak to us. We affirm
our faith, give ourselves to God and others, pray for the world, and give thanks and praise that God continues to speak.
Affirmation of Faith -The affirmation of faith is when we declare what it is we believe. We have faith as a result of God’s Word.
As Paul writes, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing the Word of God.” This faith is not just our individual belief, but that of the
community thatnurtures faith. Thus, the affirmation may be a creed of the ancient church or a modern statement of faith that is a
consensus of what the church believes. We stand as a way of saying, “This is where I stand,” and as a way of standing in continuity with the people ofGod of ages past, even if it means we're martyred like some of them were.
Hymn-This is usually a hymn of reflection in which we pledge ourselves to the Lord. It
may serve as an affirmation of faith or precede it.
Reception of New Members-It is God who brings people to us; we just receive them in celebration and promise to help them
along the journey of faith. At this point in the service, we baptizeand/or confirm new members with ancient rituals that transfer our
citizenship into the Kingdom of God's sovereign rule over all things. (For more on baptism, ask the pastor for other resources.)
We also receive new members by transfer of church letter. In the ancient church, Christians who moved or traveled were given
letters of introduction to admit them into other Christian assemblies, important during times of persecution.
Receiving members by transfer of letter also indicates our common fellowship as baptized believers in the universal
church of Christ Jesus the Lord. We continue thispractice today.
Minute for Mission-This is news of how we can get involved in responding to and spreading the good news of God’s love
through the various missions of the church. It’s not just asking-for- money time; it’s a way of telling people how their offerings are
furthering the gospel andoffering them the opportunity to give of their time, talents, and money to advance God’s sovereign reign
on earth. Church announcements may occur during this time, and placing them within worship helps us know which announcements are God’s calls to further commitment in Christ’s work of redeeming the world. The minute for missionmay be omitted or
be switched with the prayer of intercession.
Prayer of Intercession-Belief isn’t just affirmation; it’s also action. Saying “I believe” means we care enough to do something as
a result of our belief. Thus, the first thing we do is pray—forour world, the church, other people. The prayer is our prayer as a
church. One person may pray for us, but we are all praying together as one in our hearts, continuing Christ’s ministry of prayer
for the world.
Offering-This is the time when we give ourselves, all that we are, and all that we have, to God’s service. As a symbol of power
and of what is value to us, we make an offering ofmoney to help others and promote the gospel. During the time of musical reflection (known as the offertory), we are also encouraged to think about ways we can give of ourselves in what we do everyday to
help out with God’s project of healing the world. The choir may sing during this time as their offering to God and to help us offer
ourselves to God's ways in the world. Or they just may flat-out praise God since offeringall we are in service to God is an offering
of thanksgiving in response to all God does forus in Christ.
Doxology/Song of Praise-As we offer our gifts for God’s service, we praise God for letting us have use of all the resources the
Lord has provided for us, and we praise God for the opportunity toserve on God’s behalf. The Doxology is an ancient chorus of
praise with a vision of joining all the created beings of all times and places who forever sing praise to God. (Imagine joining the
grand chorus of praise ringing through all of creation.)
Prayer of Thanksgiving-This is a prayer that thanks God for being who God is: eternal provider and self-giving lover of all. The
first responsive section (“The Lord be with you… It is right to give our thanks and praise”) is from one of the church’s earliest liturgies. It is also the first part of the Great Prayer of Thanksgiving in the communion liturgy. When we have communion, we go right
into the Great Prayer of Thanksgiving with the same words. Here the prayer is longer, giving thanks to God for who God is, giving
thanks for Christ, and asking for the Spirit’s presence so that we might commune.
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WPC Technology Task Force Team
Over the last few weeks, Pat Franzen, Linda Locke, Lila Gammon and
Melody Wiseman met to discuss how WPC could move forward to update our technology outreach to the community. During these discussions, we were made aware of a grant from the Synod of Lincoln Trail.
This grant is for mission and outreach services. We applied for the
grant and received $1500! Now the work begins.
We are asking the congregation for help. How can you help? We need
volunteers to help get projects going. The team has a few ideas of projects we can start. Several ideas discussed were:
• Facebook Live recordings of our church services to post on our website and Facebook
• update the Facebook page regularly
• update the WPC website
• finding talent to help us achieve this project
• support an “invite a friend to church” day
• creating mailings to Washington residents for the upcoming holiday
(Advent/Christmas).
These are just a few, but we are looking to
the congregation to come up with other ideas to make good use of the grant we have
been given. Please contact one of the team
members to volunteer! This is something
everyone in the congregation can help make
a success!
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2022

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
1

2
Memorial services
for Betty Hollis
1:00 visitation
2:30 Service

8

9

15

16

21
Session Meeting
6:30 pm

22

23

28

29

NATIONAL POETRY MONTH
SCOTISH AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH
KEEP AMERICA BEUATIFUL MONTH
3

4

5

7

Bible Study 10 am

WORSHIP
9:30 am
5th Sunday of Lent
Bible Study after
worship
10 WORSHIP
9:30 am
Palm Sunday

6

SATURDAY

Choir 6:30 pm
National
Walking Day

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK
11

12 National
Grilled Cheese
Day

Bible Study 10 am.

13

19

20

14
Lent Ends

Choir 6:30 pm

Bible Study after
worship
WORSHIP
9:30 am

17

18

Bible Study 10 am

Choir 6:30 pm

24

WORSHIP
9:30 am
Holy Humor
Bible Study after
Worship

25

26

27
Bible Study 10 am

Choir 6:30 pm

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK

Birthdays:
6
8
13
18
19

Susan Brunner
Reta Swearingen
Jim Ksycki
Winnie Ebert
Grant Escue

22 Susan Cox
24 Darrin DeJaynes
26 Pat Franzen

Newsletter info due

30
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